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earnings—your 401(k), for example.
There is no other way that a corporate
tax can be paid. And the resulting re-
duction in productivity will further
feed their inflation tax.

The Democrats’ sick joke is this: Ev-
erything that the government has
handed out to your family is already
being taken back from your family
through higher prices, and that pain is
only beginning.

What makes the Democrats think
that socialism will work any better
here than every other country that has
tried it? It consistently produces short-
ages, unemployment, inflation, pov-
erty, and malaise wherever it is im-
posed. And I am afraid we will continue
down this dismal path until Americans
awaken to the simple economic reali-
ties that the Democratic socialists
have now unleashed upon our country.

In his inaugural address, Thomas Jef-
ferson surveyed the boundless bounties
of our Nation and asked: ‘“With all
these blessings, what more is necessary
to make us a happy and a prosperous
people? Still one thing more, fellow
citizens: a wise and frugal government,
which shall restrain men from injuring
one another, shall leave them other-
wise free to regulate their own pursuits
of industry and improvement, and shall
not take from the mouth of labor the
bread it has earned. This is the sum of
good government.”’

Madam Speaker, Americans deserve
a wise and frugal government. But it is
not enough to deserve it. We have to
demand it at the ballot box.

——————

SUPPORT THE PRESIDENT’S TAX
PLAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
DEMINGS). The Chair recognizes the
gentleman from California (Mr.
KHANNA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KHANNA. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to talk about President Biden’s
tax plan with some basic facts.

President Biden proposes no tax in-
creases on 99 percent of Americans.
This chart illustrates that, with 154
million Americans, not a single Amer-
ican in the 99 percent is going to pay a
dime more.

In fact, they are getting a tax cut.
We are giving them a tax cut with the
child tax credit. We are giving them a
tax cut with the earned income tax
credit.

So the obfuscation on the other side
to convince 99 percent of Americans
that somehow their taxes are going to
go up when President Biden is deliv-
ering a tax cut for them is just factu-
ally false.

What does this mean? If you work in
manufacturing, if you are a nurse, if
you are a teacher, if you are a doctor,
if you are a lawyer, most likely, your
taxes aren’t going up. For the 99 per-
cent—not just in the working class, but
in the middle class, in the upper middle
class—your taxes are not going up.
They are going down.

In fact, the President has extended
Trump’s tax cut for those who are
making under $75,000.
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It is important we get those facts,
and I want the American people to look
at this chart. If you really fall in that
sliver of the top 1 percent, your taxes
are going up. If you are everyone else
in the 99 percent, your taxes aren’t
going up. They are going down, in most
cases.

So, people wonder how, in a democ-
racy, we wouldn’'t want this. How
wouldn’t we want those who are going
to make the most in the tiny 1 percent,
why wouldn’t the 99 percent want them
to pay a little bit more? It turns out
that the top 1 percent—and let’s just be
clear, if you make over $538,000, you
are in that top 1 percent. I personally
don’t know a lot of doctors or lawyers
or others who are making more than
$538,000 a year.

But if you are in that 1 percent, you
have made $4.8 trillion over this pan-
demic—$4.8 trillion. And the over 600
billionaires, they have made $1.6 tril-
lion over the pandemic.

I know that because a lot of them are
in my district. We have had the
digitization of the economy. They are
making a lot of money. Some of them
are brilliant. Guess what they told me?
They can afford to pay a little more.

Do you know what the market cap of
companies in my district is? It is $10
trillion in Silicon Valley. That is more
than the GDP of Russia. It is more
than the GDP of most countries.

I laugh when people say this tag of
socialism. My district is producing the
most wealth in the world. The people
there who say we want to pay a little
bit more aren’t socialists. They are
wealth generators.

But here is what they know: They
fall into this 1 percent, and they are
saying we have made trillions of dol-
lars. We have made billions of dollars.
We would like to pay a little bit more
so everyone can have healthcare, edu-
cation, and nutrition in this country,
and we are fine with other people in
the working and middle class getting a
tax cut.

That is the President’s policy. It is a
policy of helping working-class Ameri-
cans, middle-class Americans, upper-
middle-class Americans, and asKking
those who have done well to do a little
bit more for our country.

It is a policy against inherited
wealth because we are Americans. We
don’t believe in feudal estates. We
don’t believe what the law is right now,
that if you buy $1 million of Facebook
stock and that becomes $10 million and
if you want to give it to your kids, that
your Kkids don’t have to pay tax on the
appreciation of $9 million. We don’t
think that is right. We don’t think you
should be able to transfer wealth with-
out paying any tax.

That is not the American way. That
is what they used to do in old Europe’s
feudal estates, passing wealth genera-
tion to generation. That is the party of
aristocracy, and that is what the Re-
publicans would have you believe.

We are the party of free markets, free
enterprise, and new entrepreneurs. We

May 19, 2021

are the party of economic growth for
everyone. We are not the party of dy-
nastic wealth.

If you believe that everyone should
have a shot in the free market econ-
omy, that you should have economic
growth for everyone and opportunity
for everyone, if you are against dynas-
tic wealth, if you believe those who
have made $4.8 trillion can pay a little
bit more and you can have tax cuts for
the working class and middle class, you
should support President Biden’s tax
plan.

———

BORDER CRISIS IS GETTING
WORSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. TONY GONZALES) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to high-
light the crisis that is happening on
our southern border.

My district, Texas 23, represents 820
miles of the Texas and Mexico border.
That is 40 percent of our southern bor-
der.

Madam Speaker, the Biden border
crisis is as bad as it has ever been, and
it is only getting worse. Over 20,000 un-
accompanied children have entered
into our country, and that number is
only rising.

These children don’t have a voice.
These children aren’t represented.
These children are nothing more than a
stat on a paper, and that is wrong.

On Mother’s Day weekend, of all
days, these five young girls, babies, es-
sentially, were found abandoned on a
ranch in Texas.
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Well, today, I am here to talk about
their story and give them a voice.

Two of these girls, Ashley, who is 5
years old, and her sister, Valeria, who
is 11 months old, are from Guatemala.
Two of the other girls, Nasley, who is 7,
and Cristal, who is 4, are from Hon-
duras. They happen to be related. They
are cousins.

As they have made this trek to
America, they were dumped on a farm
in Texas with no water and no food.
The oldest of them is 7 years old. Imag-
ine that you are 7 years old, and your
responsibility is to take care of your
younger sister that is 4 and take care
and ensure that your cousins, who are
5 and 11 months, not only are okay, but
survive the night. That is wrong on all
accounts.

I want to tell a little bit more about
this story. Sandra is the mother of
Nasley and Cristal. Sandra has at-
tempted to make this trek many times,
and, unfortunately, she was turned
around at the border several times.

So she goes off and she gives her chil-
dren to smugglers. Why? Because she is
desperate. The situation at our south-
ern border is desperate, and we need to
act now. We need to reform immigra-
tion, and we need to secure our south-
ern border; not only for these young la-
dies here, but for all children who are
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making that dangerous trek, and for
all people who live along the border
and see this every single day.

What is happening with these girls?
They get put in HHS and then get re-
leased. Guess where they are going.
They are going to Houston, Texas, to
try to be reunited with a family mem-
ber.

All cities of the United States are
border cities. All States of the United
States are border States. This crisis
has continued to spiral out of control,
and we, here in Congress, as well as the
administration, must come together
and reform immigration and secure our
southern border.

————

RESPONDING TO CYBERATTACKS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. HIMES) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HIMES. Madam Speaker, as I
rise, gasoline is once again flowing
through the Colonial Pipeline, and we
are getting ready to undertake our rou-
tine briefs—those of us who sit on the
Intelligence Committee and the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security—of this
week’s cyberattacks. Many of them
will have come from Russia, from
China, from North Korea, from Iran, or
from some shadowy criminal group,
which is often sheltered or at least tol-
erated by one of these countries. Many
will have succeeded in stealing critical
data or penetrating essential networks.
Only a few, like the recent attacks on
the Colonial Pipeline, will ever become
publicly known.

There is a long list of things that we
must do to stop these attacks. We
should require private companies to
tell the public, or at least the govern-
ment, when these attacks occur. We
should make sure that experts in
places like the NSA and the FBI are
working side-by-side with network op-
erators to address these attacks, and
we should have a clear policy on the
payment of ransom to ransomware at-
tacks.

But at the very top of the list is the
need to fundamentally change the
game by establishing a sure and swift
deterrence.

Time and again, we do too little, too
late.

Five years ago, President Obama re-
sponded to the Russian attack on our
2016 election, the very essence of our
democracy, with the expulsion of 35 so-
called Russian diplomats and the clos-
ing of a few secondary Russian facili-
ties, and he told Putin to ‘‘cut it out.”
Putin barely felt the slap on the wrist.

We know that, because fewer than 4
years later, a Russian intelligence
agency used a supply chain attack on
Microsoft and SolarWinds to penetrate
thousands of networks, including those
of the Federal Government. In re-
sponse, the United States—you guessed
it—expelled some Russian diplomats.

For the bad guys, the cost of doing
business is very low indeed.

It is time to strike back using our
unparalleled offensive cyber capabili-
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ties with the ferocity and precision
and, yes, the proportionality that these
and many other cyberattacks would
have provoked had they been under-
taken kinetically.

Let’s hurl the full weight of the
American legal, diplomatic, and cyber
capabilities against DarkSide and the
organizations or countries that as-
sisted it. There is no reason why our
immense power, if applied, can’t result
in jailed hackers, businesses sanc-
tioned into bankruptcy, emptied bank
accounts, and melted computers.

The same goes for Putin, who draws
no formal distinction between the
Kremlin and the private groups who
supply it with propaganda, merce-
naries, and hacking services. Putin re-
spects only the Machiavellian language
of force and retribution. For him, all
else is tactical. So let’s demonstrate
the cyber capabilities we have spent
billions of dollars developing. Let’s
make sure that he and the oligarchs
who support him feel the fear and anx-
iety felt by millions of Americans con-
templating crashed email systems and
gasoline lines down the street.

The objection to my arguments has
always been consistent: that as a high-
ly networked nation, we are particu-
larly vulnerable to a cyber tit-for-tat.
In a cyber exchange, the Russians, the
Chinese, or the Iranians might choose
to attack our critical infrastructure,
like, say, a gasoline pipeline. Yes,
there is risk, but that risk must be
weighed against the fully unacceptable
status quo.

Hitting back isn’t the only answer. It
is part of the answer. In this new
world, a credible deterrent must be
combined with clearly articulated
international rules, norms, and an un-
derstanding of our national doctrines:
all the things that helped keep the
Cold War with the Soviets from becom-
ing hot.

Above all else, however, it is time to
change the game and impose the mean-
ingful costs that will finally deter our
adversaries. Until we do, we are all just
waiting for the next Colonial Pipeline
attack.

———

GETTING AMERICANS BACK TO
WORK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. NEHLS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. NEHLS. Madam Speaker, I stand
here today after speaking with busi-
ness owners across my district and the
country. I have heard story after story
of businesses struggling to get entry-
level, minimum-wage workers back to
work. Why is that? Because they are
actually having to compete, not
against COVID or lockdowns, but
against the Federal Government to get
employees back to work.

In my home State of Texas, you can
make up to $5635 in unemployment in-
surance, but add in the additional $300
per week payments that came from
Federal COVID relief, and that is $835
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per week not to work. That equates to
nearly $21 an hour. That is exactly why
Texas and 20 other States have opted
out of Federal COVID unemployment
insurance benefits. But there are still
States where business owners are being
forced to compete against the Federal
Government for employees.

My own brother, Tyler, who owns a
construction company in Wisconsin,
told me business has picked up for him.
What a blessing. Now, he is trying to
hire additional employees to grow his
business. He has just got one problem:
Folks are telling him they are making
more sitting at home at $17.50 an hour.
They tell him if he wants them to
work, he is going to have to pay them
$25 an hour.

Situations like my brother Tyler’s
were hardly an unexpected consequence
of paying workers more not to work.
So expected, it seems as though when
Democrats failed to get their minimum
wage hikes through the Senate in Feb-
ruary, they used the Federal unem-
ployment insurance program to accom-
plish the same result, albeit tempo-
rarily.

While there are many who are still
struggling from the effects of COVID,
whether it be from health effects or the
effects of lockdowns on their business,
millions more are taking advantage of
the unemployment insurance system
and sitting at home playing Xbox in-
stead of working and being productive
members of society.

On top of a labor shortage driven by
the Federal Government paying people
not to work, President Biden is pro-
posing historic levels of spending and
raising taxes on our job creators. His
multi-trillion-dollar proposals, like his
$2.3 trillion American Jobs Plan and
$1.8 trillion American Families Plan,
will cost thousands of jobs through tax
hikes amid an already struggling mar-
ket.

What message does raising the cor-
porate tax rate send to job creators
when they are trying to rebuild in the
aftermath of the pandemic? It sure
sounds like we are telling them to take
their business overseas or hire less.

To bounce back from the Biden ad-
ministration’s dismal job reports in
April, which showed just 266,000 new
jobs added, certainly underperforming
the Dow Jones estimate of 1 million
new jobs, we need to be stimulating
economic opportunity and growth with
less taxes and less regulation, which
will create good-paying jobs that en-
courage people to get back in the work-
force.

What won’t fix our struggling econ-
omy is throwing money at the problem,
which seems to be all the Washington
swamp knows how to do. The liberal
tax-and-spend model is failing our
economy and failing the American peo-
ple. Gas prices are up, homes are more
expensive, and the per pound cost of
copper is more than double what it was
just 12 months ago.

We are not going to spend our way
out of this mess with $1-trillion pro-
grams that do nothing but serve liberal
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